
Duxbury's Debt c ^

To

Timothy Alden
;

"i*he f^tv. McK'mney is curator

of the LJuxbury ;?urai and His-

•.onca! Society. -- Ec.) .

Occasionally a visitor ;o tlic

Historical Society asks the reason

for the enduring fame of jotui

Alden, as did a noted professor

ai L^osioii College recently. Of tui<

the questions concern (he histori

city of the legeru; of tfiecourtsd];.

cf jo«:i and Priscilla iirmioru;*

I/jcc by Lorijjfelio*, while soir.e

even i:n'iitio;i minor anachron

ism* i.-i Uk glorious poetn.'Altti-

cut doubt the Siorv is oiit: of tin;

brightest elements ;i. LJuxburv's

history.

SOUiiCL KNOWN

No1* t:iere is little Joubt as io

t.'« sourx< of tt* Liw:g(eIJow nar

rative, i: was taken from tlw; wri

tings of Timothy Aldei:,published

by aim when Longfellow was a

little boy ami probably written by

Aider, in Duxbury orBridgewater

Jong before the birth of Long

fellow. Strange to relate, the wri

tings and personality of Tlmotliy

Atdcn are little known In Dux-

bury, but it was he who pre

serve this gem of Pilgrlii.

charm. Following is Cie story as

printed on page 2Gt !-i volume 3

of his ;EU edition:

"Li i very short tirr>e after the

Oeceue of mrs. Standlsh, the

capuln was led to thlnlt. thai. If

he could obtain miss Priscllla

Mulling, a daughter of mr W|l-

llsm Mullins, the breach in his

family would be happily repaired.

He, therefore, according to the

custom of those times, sent to

ask mr. MuUlns" permission to

visit his daughter. John Alden,

the messenger, went and faith-

fully communicated the wished

of the capuln. Hie old gentieman

did not object, as he might have

done, on account of tbe recency
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preaching 10 t!ie Indians in

western New York and Fennsyl*

va:>lA where he visited the Seiic-

cfts aru! Miuisces, aaJ c«iverted

ti«e g!i(citflli., "Coriiplanter." to

Christianity, Whet, .'w as!<e<J tlit

chieftain to explain ;lsi whv he

nrr/errcd OirtSIlAnity to Isis' IH-

uve Indian faith, Cornplanter re

plied. "Your religion :s in a

boci*." ;.i Alo'tat's report to tix
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.'Jo..:: ...c" !.-i:: p »4ie j\

v.v ;«:■. ir.&test ir. Tiniciaj

Alee:: :i d%:e to t:« fac; t:-.as':
wok nv. csiiege Jejjree f.-oi:-. A!-

ie^I.en; College, »hlc.'; *«

foui&i! 6> hin: la SS1S and wliere

is ^ra^uaies fellhonored i.~. being

ciiitJ "sor.s of Timothy." Over

;; jea.-s igi i discourse this

portrait sf Timothy i:: t?;e pariS.'.

r.ai! of the South Parish;.-■ Ports-
:::ou'w, S.'ri. :-ofiu::atfiJv ; se-

:--r«i! :he portrait u a g'ife froi::
•-■* churf. tc Aite^iMRy College.

.;.:jc:. a: the age of eighi "js

ier.! bj his faL'wr to llw with his
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